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Most smart cellphones can connect to the Internet whereever they can find a 3G or 4G signal, but most PCs and tablets need a Wi-Fi connection to get online. Some tablets do have 3G and 4G connectivity, but those cost extra and aren't that common. As a result, users with smartphones can usually get online in places other device users are stuck offline. 

This article discusses a technique for using your iPhone as a personal hotspot, allowing your PC to connect to the Internet. My personal experience relates specifically to the iPhone, but similar techniques are applicable to most other 3G or 4G Android cell phones. I only have an iPhone to play with, and a Windows 10 laptop PC to connect, so my experimentation was limited to these devices.

On the iPhone 
You need to set a Wi-Fi password in order to set up a Personal Hotspot. To create the Wi-Fi password, go to Settings > Cellular > Personal Hotspot, then tap the Wi-Fi password. 

Choose a Wi-Fi password that's at least eight characters long and use ASCII characters. ASCII characters include all the letters in English, both lowercase and uppercase and the digits 0 through 9. Many punctuation marks are ASCII, but most people avoid them in passwords. 

Turn on Wi-Fi and Personal Hotspot on your iPhone, if it's not on already. You can do this through Control Center or the Settings app. 

Tap Settings 

Tap Wi-Fi 

Now go to Settings > Cellular

Tap Personal Hotspot, and then tap the slide button to turn it on. Note that the password you established now shows. 

If you don't see the option for Personal Hotspot, contact your carrier to make sure you can use Personal Hotspot with your plan.

On the PC or other device you want to get online
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Click on the wireless icon; on a Windows 10 PC this will appear near the right side of the Taskbar. This will reveal the wireless networks available. In this example I saw the name I assigned to my iPhone, “David’s iPhone.” Click on your network and enter the network password. It’s that easy! 

When you connect a device to your iPhone Personal Hotspot, the status bar turns blue and shows how many devices have joined. 

The number of devices that can join your Personal Hotspot at one time depends on your carrier and iPhone model. If other devices have joined your Personal Hotspot using Wi-Fi, you can use only cellular data to connect to the Internet from the iPhone host. 

Naturally, cellular data usage and possible charges (if you exceed your plan limit) will apply when you use your iPhone to connect any device to the Internet.

